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Police arrest Cynde Soto in Brentwood, California who was with others protesting cuts to social services that aid people with disabilities and the poor, at 
the home of California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger. 
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EDITORIAL 


PEOPLE'STRIBUIME 


WHICH WAY AMERICA? 


The capitalist economy of America 
and the world suffers from an over¬ 
abundance of production. It sounds 
crazy, but it’s true. The integrated glob¬ 
al economy produces far more than 
can be consumed. Under capitalism, 
this overabundance causes suffering. 

A Crisis of the System Itself 

Computers and robots produce 
goods and services faster and more effi¬ 
ciently than human labor possibly can. 
In turn, the owners of production - the 
capitalist class - need fewer and fewer 
workers, while simultaneously more is 
being produced. Continuously, with ev¬ 
ery advance of electronic production, 
more workers are laid off, with no abil¬ 
ity to consume the goods and services 
saturating the capitalist marketplace. 

This abundance can either be dis¬ 
tributed to all in society, including 
the increasing numbers of people with 
no ability to buy it, or it can be with¬ 
held, to be purchased by only those 
steadily decreasing numbers of peo¬ 
ple with enough income to do so. 

This is more than a capitalist crisis 
of overproduction. It’s a crisis of the 
capitalist system itself - a crisis of capi¬ 
talist production and exchange - where 
global production without human labor 
is destroying the capitalist market itself. 

Capitalism is an economic system 
based on the buying and selling of la¬ 
bor power. Workers sell their ability to 
work to the capitalists to be utilized in 
production. In doing so, workers cre¬ 
ate value for the capitalists. The work¬ 
ers receive a portion of the value they 
create in the form of wages and the 
capitalists realize a portion of the val¬ 
ue-added as profit. In order to live, the 
workers buy back the goods and ser¬ 
vices they have produced. This is an 
essential part in completing the circuit 
of capitalist production and exchange. 

Robots and computers create no 
value and buy no goods and services, 
while permanently replacing work¬ 
ers in the production process, which 
eliminates the workers’ ability to buy 


1 million industrial robots operating in the 
world at the end of 2007 
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goods and services. As more is being 
produced, less can be consumed with¬ 
in the confines of a capitalist system. 

The Ruling Class Response 

The U.S. ruling class understands 
its dilemma and is consciously moving 
to politically restructure industries and 
reorganize itself as a class to save the 
system of private property. This effort 
is being undertaken by the U.S. govern¬ 
ment to buy time, to prepare for the yet 
unknown political steps to reorganize 
society for a future economic system 
that keeps all productive private prop¬ 
erty in the hands of the ruling class. 

Take, for example, the U.S. govern¬ 
ment’s Troubled Asset Relief Program. 
It has used $700 billion from our public 
treasury to prop up a failing financial 
services industry to weather the home 
mortgage crisis the industry created. 
Meanwhile, more than 1.5 million ho¬ 
meowners in the first six months of this 
year received foreclosure notices. June 
foreclosures were up 33% over May. 

Another example is the recent bank¬ 
ruptcy reorganization of General Mo¬ 
tors. The U.S. Treasury owns 60.8% 
of the new company at a cost of $50 
billion, while GM’s overall U.S. em¬ 


ployment will be reduced by 30%, 
from 91,000 to 64,000 by year’s end. 

These restructuring and reorganiza¬ 
tion efforts - using monies of the pub¬ 
lic treasury - protect the interests of the 
entire ruling class. They are designed to 
safeguard its system of private property. 
At the same time U.S. unemployment 
has reached new high points, where 
the “official” June 2009 unemployment 
rate in the United States stood at nearly 
15 million, or 9.5% (an increase of 7.2 
million workers since January 2008). 

We Can Choose a Different Path 

These jobs are not coming back. 
But sure to come are more anguish, 
despair, destruction, misery and pain 
for larger sections of U.S. society. The 
U.S. working class and the new class of 
dispossessed emerging from within its 
ranks have reached an unprecedented 
fork in the road. Either we fall victims 
to those hell bent on forcefully creat¬ 
ing a new system that guarantees that 
their class privilege, property and pow¬ 
er stays intact, or we rise to the occa¬ 
sion and organize ourselves politically 
to hold our government accountable 
and to equitably distribute the over¬ 
whelming abundance being produced. 


Why Revolutionaries Need A Press 

From the Editors 

We are sometimes asked “Why do revolutionaries need a press?” The answer has to do with this moment in 
history. People are struggling just to get the basic necessities of life. Historical forces beyond anyone’s control 
have set the stage for a new society to be built, but from this point on, how things turn out depends on what 
people think. This means that those of us who are seeking fundamental change are engaged in a battle of ideas, 
a struggle to win the hearts and minds of the people. If we don’t raise the consciousness of the people and unite 
them around a vision of a better world and a strategy to achieve it, then we’ll fail in our effort to build a just and 
free society. To win the battle of ideas, we need a press. 

Visit us on the web at www.peoplestribune.org 


The People’s Tribune is devoted to the 
proposition that an economic system that 
can’t or won’t feed, clothe and house its 
people ought to be and will be changed. 
To that end, this paper is a tribune of the 
people. It is the voice of millions strug¬ 
gling for survival. It strives to educate po¬ 
litically those millions on the basis of their 
own experience. It is a tribune to bring 
them together, to create a vision of a bet¬ 
ter world, and a strategy to achieve it. 

We find ourselves at a historic moment as 
labor-replacing technology leads us on a 
path toward the decisive reconstruction 
of society. Who will win — the capital¬ 
ists or the growing mass of poor — will 
depend on winning the hearts and minds 
of the people to create a society whose 
fruits benefit all. 

We offer our pages as a vehicle for the 
new ideas rooted in our reality, and to be 
the voice of those who seek to raise the 
consciousness of society. Let us gather 
our collective experience, intelligence and 
commitment to bring forth a vision that 
changes America into a society “by the 
people, of the people, for the people.” 
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STATE BUDGET CRISES: 
TAX THE RICH! 


COVER STORY 


The economic crisis is moving to a 
new and dangerous stage. Although the 
financial stage has not been solved, it is 
moving into the stage of social crisis via 
the impending collapse of the state struc¬ 
ture. Forty-eight of the 50 states now 
have a serious shortfall between their 
income and obligations. These states 
project the gap will amount to $350 Bil¬ 
lion by 2011. How are these bills to be 
paid? Most states are prohibited from 
running a deficit or borrowing money 
to cover their operating expenses. There 
are three choices open to them to deal 
with the worsening crisis. 1) They can 
use their available reserves, 2) They can 
cut spending, or 3) They can raise taxes. 

These states have already used up 
their financial reserves. The ongoing 
real estate crisis, along with falling em¬ 
ployment, means that these reserves 
cannot be replenished. To make bad 
matters worse, the rising unemployment 
pushes more people are into poverty. 
Official unemployment now stands at 
9.5%. The actual figure is much higher 
since they do not count the “discour¬ 
aged workers” who are no longer reg¬ 
istered for work. Neither do they count 
the growing number of workers who are 
forced to work part-time. This puts tre¬ 
mendous pressure on Medicaid and oth¬ 



The 

People’s 
Tribune 
Needs Your 
Donations! 


The People’s Tribune needs 
your financial help to go on be¬ 
ing a voice of the people. We need 
to raise an additional $1000 each 
month. The People’s Tribune 
brings the stories of those who 
are struggling to move forward in 
a world where corporate power is 
threatening to crush them. Along 
with those stories, we try to of¬ 
fer some strategic perspective to 
help put the struggle in context 
and point the way toward vic¬ 
tory. Please donate whatever you 
can. See the subscription/donation 
form on the right. You can also do¬ 
nate using Pay Pal on our web site, 
www.peoplestribune.org. 
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Rally at Boston State House for equal education, to end budget cuts and discriminatory 
policies that affect children in Boston Public Schools. 
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er Federal agencies that 
deal with poverty. The 
Government’s answer is 
to push this burden onto 
the already overbur¬ 
dened states, further in¬ 
tensifying the problem. 

The result is that 21 
states have now restrict¬ 
ed access to health care 
for the most vulnerable 
section of society. It rais¬ 
es the question of how 
serious is a government 
that talks about univer¬ 
sal health care while the 
states take it away from 
those who need it most. 

Along with the cuts 
in healthcare, 24 states 
have cut funds to early 
education and commu¬ 
nity colleges. Forty-one 
states have cut back 
on state employment. 

These cuts take more 
money out of circula¬ 
tion, further restricting 
the tax base and thereby 
intensifying the crisis. 

The states are ap¬ 
proaching a fork in the 
road. At press time there 
was a 58% gap in Cali¬ 
fornia’s proposed bud¬ 
get. Arizona has a short 
fall of 41%; Illinois and 
New York have a gap of 
33%. These states cannot 
function without funds to care for the 
basic needs of its people, maintain its in¬ 
frastructure and provide elementary po¬ 
lice, fire and education functions. Where 
is this money to come from? There is 
no way to turn without raising taxes. 

The rich in this country have ac¬ 
cumulated huge fortunes. In 2004, the 
richest 1% of the population owned 
42.2% of the wealth. The bottom 80% 
owned just 7.5%. Part of this accu¬ 
mulation was because they don’t pay 
their fair share of taxes. In 2003 mid¬ 
dle-income families paid 10% of their 
income to taxes. The poor families 


paid 11% while the rich paid only 5%. 

This situation cannot continue. The 
wealthy understand that something has 
to change and they are already moving 
through their agents in the mass organi¬ 
zations and the unions to see to it that 
“only poor people and fools pay taxes.” 

It is hard to believe that unions de¬ 
pendent on the Illinois state budget have 
organized demonstrations in Springfield 
carrying slogans “Raise our Taxes.” 

The corporations are again putting 
out the threat that if they are taxed they 
will shut down or leave the country. This 
threat is a hangover from the period of 


globalization when the runaway shop 
was real. The government, the corpo¬ 
rations and the ruling class understand 
that their real base is the home market - 
something they can defend and rely on. 
They know that any further outsourcing 
of work will so impoverish their home 
market that they will not have the foun¬ 
dation from which to compete inter¬ 
nationally. It is time to call their bluff. 

There is no way forward but 
to again raise the battle cry of 
the people: TAX THE RICH! 


SUBSCRIBE TO THE PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE! ORDER BUNDLES 

□ Please send me a one-year individual subscription 

Name: 

[ $20 ] 

□ Please send me a one-year institutional subscription 

Address: 

[$25] 

□ Please send me a bundle of PTs 

City/State/Zip: 

[ at 30 cents per paper ] 

Phone/Email: 

Enclosed is my donation of: 

□ $20 □ $50 □ $75 □ $ 100 □ $ Other 

A/I y check or money order made payable to “People’s Tribune’’ is enclosed. 

Mail this coupon to: People’s Tribune, PO. Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654-3524 


www.peoplestribune.org AUGUST 2009 PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 3 





























Abundance Not Scarcity! 
Single Payer the Only Option! 


We know the health care system is 
broken. What’s worse is that we know 
that it doesn’t have to be that way! 
There is no scarcity of health care 
knowledge, technology, facilities and 
even potentially doctors and nurses. 
There is a crisis of access and distribu¬ 
tion of health care services. Govern¬ 
mental policies have been dictated by 
and for the benefit of private health in¬ 
surance, corporate health care systems 
and Big Pharma. Our patients and our 
patience for our government’s lock step 
with private profit interests over our 
health care needs have run out of time. 

Our government’s bailout of AIG, 
Citibank, and the nationalization of 
General Motors blow away the re¬ 


torts for ‘keep the government out 
of it’ or ‘we can’t afford it’. It boils 
down to the question in whose inter¬ 
est does our government act? Whose 
money is being spent for what benefit? 

The fight to achieve universal com¬ 


prehensive health care for all did not 
begin yesterday or even 20 years ago 
with the publication of a groundbreak¬ 
ing article on the need and workability 
of National Public Health Insurance or 
Single Payer for all. The thousands 
that filled the streets, marched, risked 
(and lost) their lives in the movement 
for Civil Rights more than 40 years ago, 
forced the passage of the Voting Rights 
Act. Medicare and Medicaid came as a 
result of that mass movement. But the 
vision was not a piece of legislation. 
The dream was freedom and equality. 

That same dream lives today. The 
fulfillment of the dream demands a 
mass movement for health care for 
all, embodied in a national single pay¬ 


er health care for all. (HR 676) It is 
past time for the government to act in 
our interest. Our lives depend on it. 

This article was distributed as a 
Peoples Tribune flyer at a health¬ 
care rally in Washington, D.C. 



Union members march and rally at the Michigan state capitol in Lansing. 
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PATRICIA GARDNER 

Her Compassion & Love 

For Others Made A Difference 


By Lenette Evans 

Patricia Gardner was a woman who 
was a friend to all who knew her. If you 
met Pat, you would never forget her. In 
everything she did, she lived her life 
daily for the Lord and gave her heart 
and time for others. She was a great 
talker and listener and always had a 
way with words to lift you up spiritual¬ 
ly, to encourage and comfort you with 
God’s love. Her smile always made you 
smile. Her words were inspirational. 

In 1997, Patricia “Pat” Gardner, was 
diagnosed with breast cancer. But... she 
overcame that through her faith and 
trust in God, and she became a cancer 
survivor! She was involved in many 
“Relay For Life” events and at the Blos¬ 
somtime parade she would dress up as 
a clown and pull behind her a wagon 
full of bears to sell for the cause. Ev¬ 
ery year she went to Washington for the 
Susan G. Komen cancer event. She was 
involved in the “Chemosabies” breast- 
cancer support group, and volunteered 
at the soup kitchen in downtown Ben¬ 
ton Harbor, Michigan serving meals to 
the homeless and those in need. For 40 
years she helped at the Youth Ministry 
at Camp Warren helping young kids in 
any way she could. 

Over the years Pat helped cancer 
patients who were having a hard time 
emotionally. She was there to lift them 
up, and she also took many patients 
to appointments and sat and prayed 
with them. Pat would go to Lakeland 
Hospital, in St. Joseph, Michigan, and 
develop friendships with cancer pa¬ 


tients, pray with them, and bring what¬ 
ever they needed to make their day a 
little brighter. Wherever Pat went, she 
touched lives and made people smile 
and forget their troubles. She loved life 
and most of all she loved the Lord and 
her precious family. 

She was my ex mother-in-law and a 
very dear and close friend. My memo¬ 
ries of her were having great lunches 
together, baking cookies, and the best 
godly conversations and prayers for 
one another. She inspired my life in 
countless ways. Pat and her husband 
Bill Gardner, along with other family 
members, had a gospel group and sang 
at many local churches over the years, 
and witnessed to people in jail in Ber¬ 
rien County. Pat always went to sleep 
and woke up in the morning thinking 
about what she could do to make a dif¬ 
ference in someone else’s life, and do¬ 
ing what God called her to do. 

This past year in 2009, Pat Gardner 
was diagnosed with lymphoma cancer 
and on July 20, 2009 she went to spend 
eternity with Jesus Christ. She will be 
missed deeply but I pray a little of Pat 
will live in all of us, so that we too get 
involved in the community, impact 
lives, and make a godly difference for 
others for the Lord! 


Lenette Evans, 
Saving Souls 
Ministries 
269-876-1848 
Savingsoulsl 
@y ahoo.com 



HIP HOP CONGRESS PAGE 
RETURNS NEXT MONTH 



Our hip hop page will resume in Sep¬ 
tember with coverage from the Nation¬ 
al Hip Hop Congress held in Seattle. 
The Hip Hop Congress has joined forc¬ 
es with People’s Tribune, giving voice 
to our movements in this time of crisis. 
Email shamako@hiphopcongress.com 
for information. 
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WE ARE THE LEADERS 
WE’VE BEEN WAITING FOR 


By Sandy Perry 

“Building the Unsettling Force: A 
National Conference to End Poverty” 
was held in Louisville, Kentucky from 
July 17-19. Organized by the Poor Peo¬ 
ple’s Economic Human Rights Cam¬ 
paign (PPEHRC) and the Social Welfare 
Action Alliance (SWAA), it drew over 
300 people from all walks of life and all 


parts of the United States and even Can¬ 
ada. The conference took its name from 
a 1967 article by Martin Luther King, Jr. 
in which he called for a revolution of the 
dispossessed. 

A presentation by Workers United 
outlined the destruction of America’s 
historic social contract by the dramatic 
elimination of jobs. The conference was 
organized to address the challenge of 


fighting for a new social contract based 
on meeting human needs. 

America’s poor people’s movement 
is now broader and looks different than 
we ever imagined. It is the movement 
of an entire new class, including people 
still living in slavery in Mississippi and 
people laid off last week in the Rust 
Belt. The crises in health care, foreclo¬ 
sures, and education are impacting peo¬ 


ple making $50,000 a year and more. In¬ 
creasingly this means organizing across 
the boundaries of issues and geography. 
“New people are getting involved,” said 
Rosemary Williams in her workshop on 
foreclosures. “Don’t negate them be¬ 
cause they look different or get on your 
nerves. It’s not personal. It’s political.” 


Voices from the conference to end poverty: 


Khalilah Collins, Executive Director, Women In Transition, Louisville, Kentucky 


The conference was a good forum for exchange of ideas between poor folks, 
community organizations, and social workers. As someone said, social workers 
in our system have historically served as the gatekeepers to hell. This movement 
gives them the opportunity to change and stop being a part of the system. 

The poor people’s march on Friday was something that has never happened 
before here in Louisville. We have had reactive or defensive marches, around 
incidents of police brutality. But this was the first time people came together to 
raise their voices for a positive vision of a better world. For Women In Transi¬ 
tion, the march and conference enhanced our reputation as a voice of the poor 


in Louisville. It solidified our own members, and reignited 
the fire in me personally. 

The next steps are to start holding ourselves account¬ 
able to our decisions and our code of ethics. We made a 
commitment here to organize a march from the Mississip¬ 
pi Delta to the U.S. Social Forum in Detroit next summer. 
Now is the time. People are ready to take action. They are 
hurting and they need change quickly. Today we are expe¬ 
riencing “the fierce urgency of now”. 



Christian Hernandez, Los Angeles, California 

I grew up poor, but I always saw it as 
a personal problem. I felt overwhelmed 
and limited, unable to really respond or 
react. I met Cheri Honkala from PPEH¬ 
RC when she came to California earlier 
this year, and it helped to open up my 
mind. It was the first time I ever heard of 
an organization that was actually led by 
poor people. 

I have a passion for reconciliation between peoples. To 


me, that’s what this conference is all about. We are building 
national solidarity because we’re all in it together. I met 
people here from the South, the Midwest, and the East. 
Poverty in those areas is real today and has a human face. 

The Workers United presentation yesterday really 
summed up the gravity of the issues: the loss of jobs, the 
national budget, the military, the number of Americans 
in the justice system. We need to work for real long-term 
change on a nationwide basis. 



Donna Wood, National Alliance of HUD Tenants, Boston, Massachusetts 


As a tenant representative, I came here because I wanted 
a broader perspective. I will present what I learned here to 
the National Alliance of HUD Tenants. 

What I found at this conference is people from all walks 
of life with all different problems: housing, health care, 
education, and much more. In spite of our differences, we 
all have a common bond. We need to work together to do 


what we have to do to meet our needs. 
This is not really just a conference, but 
a plan of action. None of us here repre¬ 
sent just ourselves. We each represent 
the people around us in all our regions 
and cities. It’s not about us. It’s about 
what we can do for each other. 



Rosemary Williams, Minnesota PPEHRC, Minneapolis, Minnesota 


GMAC foreclosed my home and began eviction pro¬ 
ceedings, but I’m still there and still fighting. I received a lot 
of support from all kinds of organizations. I went to court, 
and I went to the State Capital to testify at the hearings. I 
want to do this work until the day I die. I’m entrenched in 
the movement and I can’t get out. 

Housing was always an issue for 
our family, because we had three 
adults and six children. We always 
took in people in need, and I still do. I 
have two grandbabies living with me, 
and I took in a family that was evicted 
from across the street. Our neighbor¬ 


hood takes care of each other, so when GMAC tried to evict 
me the people stood up for me. We have too many empty 
foreclosed homes in our neighborhood already. 

This is a bridging conference, a conference to bring peo¬ 
ple together across boundaries of background and geogra¬ 
phy. The poverty movement used to be isolated. Too many 
people in America got caught up in the Reaganism mindset. 
They only thought about themselves. But that’s not working 
for them anymore. By necessity, masses of them are break¬ 
ing out of it. Their home loans are gone, their credit cards are 
gone. Everything is changing now. 



The photos on this page are contributed by Sandy Perry. 


THIS IS 
YOUR PAPER 
— YOUR HELP 
IS URGENTLY 
NEEDED! 

From the Editors 

The People’s Tribune tells the 
truth about how the rule of the 
corporations in America is de¬ 
stroying the country. The People’s 
Tribune strives to be a voice of the 
movement to end poverty and op¬ 
pression, and to offer a perspective 
on who and what the real enemy 
is and a vision of the society we 
could have if the people ran it. 

We need the financial help of our 
readers to continue being that 
voice. Donate whatever you can, 
solicit donations from others and 
hold house parties, public forums 
and other events as fundraisers for 
the People’s Tribune. Members of 
the editorial board are available to 
speak at public meetings. E-mail 
info@peoplestribune.org or call 
800-691-6888. Send donations to 
People’s Tribune, PO Box 3524, 
Chicago, IL 60654-3524. 
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VOICES FROM THE RUSTBELT 

The crisis in the once heavily industrialized cities and towns in the midwest — now called the Rust Belt — are a harbinger of 
the future. The struggles unfolding in this part of the country hold lessons for everyone. The People’s Tribune devotes monthly 
pages to the Rust Belt. Send your story to People’s Tribune, PO Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654-3524. 


WILL ELECTION OF DETROIT COUNCIL PERSONS BY DISTRICT 
SOLVE THE CITY’S PROBLEMS? 


By John Williams 

The clarion call in Detroit for a new 
system where the election of council 
candidates is by districts is embedded 
in the ethical, moral and criminal ac¬ 
tions ranging from former Mayor Kil¬ 
patrick’s jailing for lying under oath to 
the recent guilty plea by President Pro 
Temp Monica Conyers. As a result, 
a charter commission will be elect¬ 
ed this fall to insure that districts are 
formed in order to have more account¬ 
ability over the officials. However, the 
implementation of a new organiza¬ 
tional structure without the community 
having political clarity over what’s at 
stake — corporate or public interests 
— may be designed for catastrophe. 

First of all, what is the city’s status 
which the elected council will inherit? 
Detroit has the highest unemployment 
rate among urban cities in the nation. 
School debt is atrocious, causing clo¬ 


sures and layoffs. School drop out 
rates for African American males is the 
highest in the nation. Water and utility 
shutoffs have exceeded last year’s and 
continues to spiral upwards. Hospital 
closures and the high rates of uninsured 
people makes health care despicable. 

Further, our tax dollars that should 
return to the city via revenue sharing 
have been reduced to nothing as a re¬ 
sult of bankers/corporation bailouts, 
the contrived war in Iraq and recent 
threats to Iran. The stimulus pack¬ 
age for Michigan was used to pay on 
the state’s debt, denying more assis¬ 
tance to the community. Tax breaks 
given to corporations via bailouts and 
bankruptcy means more job losses and 
elimination of or reduction in pensions. 

The community must be on guard. As 
a result of the salient cry by the citizens 
for the basic necessities of life, coupled 
with the city’s lack of resources, newly 
constituted districts could become fief- 


doms fighting each other over limited 
spoils while dividing the working class 
of Detroit. In addition, elected officials 
will be beholden to their monied back¬ 
ers, which will further hurt the workers. 

This can be prevented if the elected 
officials take a unified stand for the 
working class of this city and not for 
the banker/corporate interests. They can 
begin by taking a united stand for na¬ 
tionalization of health care and educa¬ 
tion. This would provide equal money 
and resources for this sector and there 
would be no need to fight each other. 

We need to take a stand against the 
privatization of water and utilities while 
establishing affordable rates for all. The 
elected members should fight for equal¬ 
ity for the workers of Detroit. To para¬ 
phrase Abe Lincoln, the fight for equality 
would be the beginning of a society of the 
people, by the people and for the people. 



Water Protest, Detroit. 
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These photos show the devastation that is happening in Detroit, Michigan, once a thriving industrial city known as the auto capital of 
the world. Abandoned Packard plant (left), alley near Wayne State University (right). 
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SOLDIER ON THE FRONTLINE 


By Roshaun Harris 


The growth of the fascist state 
threatens democracy and the pursuit of 
truth. Without a doubt, the freedom of 
the press is a fundamental democratic 
right. Journalists serve as the torch bear¬ 
ers for truth in any democratic society. 

Journalists act as the Fourth Estate, 
lifting objective truth into the conscious¬ 
ness of the public, to allow them to de¬ 
construct the world around them. This 
information is absolutely necessary for 
clear judgments on issues pertinent to so¬ 
cial growth and stability and more impor¬ 
tantly the protection of our human rights. 

Diane Bukowski has served the 
Detroit community fervently by way 
of activist journalism. She most nota¬ 
bly worked with forces in the commu¬ 
nity to shed light on the issue of police 
brutality. As a part of the Detroit Co¬ 
alition Against Police Brutality, Bu¬ 
kowski for many years has been at the 
forefront of covering numerous inci¬ 
dents of police brutality and miscon¬ 
duct in and around the city of Detroit. 

According to reports by the Michi¬ 
gan Citizen, a privately owned, grass¬ 
roots community newspaper serving the 
greater Detroit area, on May 1 st a Wayne 
County jury returned a guilty verdict 
against Bukowski on two felony counts 
for crossing yellow police tape on Nov. 4, 



Community journalist and activist Diane Burkowitz at court. 


Sister/Brother, 
can you spare $20? 
Here’s what 
the People’s Tribune 
can do with it - 


Election Day, 2008. Bukowski has main¬ 
tained her innocence. On June 1st she 
was sentenced to one year of probation, 
community service, and a $4000 fine. 

According to Bukowski, charges 
against her stem from a crash caused by 
an improperly executed Michigan State 
Police chase along east Davison Ave., 
that ended in the deaths of two men, 
James Willingham, a motorcyclist, and 
Jeffrey Frazier, a pedestrian. She was 
arrested on the 
T scene and Prose¬ 
cutor Kym Wor¬ 
thy brought five 
felony charges 
against her for 
obstructing, re¬ 


The People’s Tribune brings clarity to the growing 
movement. It unites revolutionaries around a vi¬ 
sion of a better world and a strategy to achieve it. 
It has no paid staff and gets no corporate grants. 
The paper is financed solely by subscriptions, 
bundle orders from readers and donations. We 
need your support to continue telling the truth to 
the American people. We welcome donations of 
all amounts, but if you can spare at least $20, 
here’s what we can do with 20 bucks: 

• Ship a box of 75 papers across the country 

• Pay postage for 20 subscriptions for prisoners 

• Pay for six months of hosting our web site 

One-time donations are welcome. If you can 
spare $20 a month, you’ll be a hero. Please make 
donations payable to People’s Tribune and send 
to PO. Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654. 

You can also donate via Paypal 
at www.peoplestribune.org. 


sisting, or assaulting a police officer. The 
police claim that the collision was caused 
by a hit and run driver. Bukowski argues 
the police actually caused the fatality. 

During the trial, the fact that Bukows¬ 
ki was a journalist was omitted from 
testimony. The fact that she had a right 
by virtue of the First Amendment to be 
there doing what she was permitted by 
law to do was denied by the prosecution. 

According to Bukowski, troopers 
John Hetfield and James Wojton vio¬ 
lated MSP vehicle pursuit rules because 
their siren was not on. They chased 
Willingham for (speeding) through a 
densely populated area at 3:30 p.m. 
as three nearby schools were about 
to disperse, she said. The troopers 


have not been disciplined or charged. 

Troopers Andrea Barber, Matthew 
Kellar and Eric Byerly arrested Bu¬ 
kowski 2 1/2 half hours after the chase, 
shortly after she arrived on the scene. 
In court, Byerly admitted destroying 
evidence, a felony, by erasing Bukows- 
ki’s photos. He has not been charged. 

The police are being militarized 
and expanded and widespread surveil¬ 
lance is becoming a more and more 
prevalent. Diane Bukowski has been on 
the front lines of shedding light on the 
growing militarization of our society. 

Let us also be mindful of the many 
splinters on the wood that we inevitably 
will incur as we are building. Splinters 
such as Kym Worthy who seek only to 
disrupt the building that is taking place 
by our community activists, journal¬ 
ists and all of those who champion true 
justice, liberty, and equality and not 
the pseudo democratic justice handed 
down by the oppressive capitalist rul¬ 
ing class and its many partners in the 
Federal, State, and Local governments 
in these great United States of America. 

Diane Bukowski follows in the 
journalistic tradition of Ida B. Wells, 
making justice and equality a possi¬ 
bility for all. Let us continue our sup¬ 
port of Diane and the many others who 
build our railroad to freedom. You 
can also visit freedianebukowski.org 


Twin Cities newspaper asks for 
help to keep a newspaper and 
the First Amendment alive! 


Editors note: The following is re¬ 

printed from the website of the Southside 
Pride newspaper in Minneapolis, St.Paul. 

We need your help. Pulse of the Twin Cit¬ 
ies (our sister publication that stopped printing 
two years ago) is being sued for defamation by 
Sela Roofing and Remodeling for an article we 
wrote December 28, 2005. The article was “A 
Roof Over Their Heads.” It was about the ex¬ 
ploitation of Latino workers. It’s on the Pulse 
archives at http ://www.pulsetc. com/article. 
php?sid=1557. Somehow, Sela thinks they’re 
being defamed in the article. That’s nonsense. 
And, even if we were defaming them, the stat¬ 
ute of limitations for them to present a case was 
two years and it expired December 28, 2007. 
But they’re suing us for $50,000, and we can’t 
represent ourselves in court. We can’t even an¬ 
swer them in court without a lawyer. We need 
a lawyer and filing fees. We need your help. 


Please send contributions to Southside Pride, 
3200 Chicago Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN, 
55407. And, if you know a good lawyer that’s 
willing to file an answer for us, please contact 
us at 612-822-4662 or edfelien@pulsetc.com. 

Help keep a newspaper and the First Amend¬ 
ment alive! 

Thanks, 

Ed Felien, Publisher 
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Homeless Struggle in D.C. 

A More Polarized Fight (SHEPTOCK, et al v. FENTY, et al) 



Homeless women with AIDS died on this bench due to lack of shelter. She was 
in front of the Federal City shelter which was filled to capacity that evening. 


By Eric Sheptock 


As our economy tanks, advocacy 
groups for the poor and homeless are 
scrambling to preserve the safety net 
while local governments are working 
hard to remove them. Washington, DC 
is no exception. The multiple shelter clo¬ 
sures that DC Mayor Adrian Fenty has 
done, and those that are planned, fit the 
bill. While his administration has cre¬ 
ated the Permanent Supportive Housing 
Program (PSH), its budget has been cut 
and services reduced while shelter beds 
are being lost at a faster rate than afford¬ 
able or supportive housing is being cre¬ 
ated. This is causing some to move to 
other jurisdictions. I’m inclined to be¬ 
lieve that that is just what the mayor had 
in mind. This speaks volumes to what is 


happening in other cities across the na¬ 
tion. 

DC has a rich history of homeless 
advocacy, which includes the work of 
Mitch Snyder, and dozens of home¬ 


less people as they wrested the vacant 
Federal City College from the Reagan 
administration, had it turned over to 
DC Government, renovated and turned 
into the Federal City Shelter. The build¬ 
ing houses approximately 1,500 home¬ 
less people. (Martin Sheen participated 
in the film “Promises To Keep” which 
chronicled the effort to create the Fed¬ 
eral City Shelter/CCNV.) 

Some DC Government employ¬ 
ees say that the mayor plans to sell the 
Federal City Shelter building. Once the 
homeless community receives proof 
positive of this, there is bound to be a 
long and vicious fight. This fight is not 
just for a single homeless shelter. The 
DC Government has already shut down 
five shelters. 

There has been a 25% increase in 
family homelessness 
in the DC metro area 
over the past year. 
Homeless shelters are 
full to capacity even 
though it is summer. 
This is unusual and 
cause for concern 
about how the gov¬ 
ernment will accom¬ 
modate the increased 
number of people 
who will seek shel¬ 
ter this winter. And 
yet, DC Government 
sees fit to slash the 
funding for various 
programs for the homeless. This fight 
is about making our federal, state and 
local governments preserve the social 
safety net and provide for people’s ba¬ 
sic needs. The shelter closures are mere 


symptoms of the disease of poor gover¬ 
nance and disregard for the needy. 

I see the cause of the poor moving 
forward on several fronts and those ef¬ 
forts are beginning to merge. DC Gov¬ 
ernment is presently being dragged 
through the courts in the case of SHEP¬ 
TOCK, et al v. FENTY, et al over the 
closure of Franklin School Shelter. A co¬ 
alition of homeless advocates has begun 
an effort to stop the mayor from closing 
more shelters or slashing more funding 
for social services. The homeless are 
putting together a “Homeless Advisory 
Council” (HAC), which has received 
the blessing of some in DC Govern¬ 
ment. The HAC will work closely with 
the government to find comprehensive 
solutions to homelessness. Other home¬ 
less advocates and I were broadcast on 
Russian TV in April of this year. I was 
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then featured on National Public Radio at 
(npr.org/blogs/thetwoway/2009/06for_ 
homeless_advocate_blogging.html). 

The fight is shaping up into one in 
which the mayor, greedy developers and 
other wealthy capitalists are facing off 
with the poor, the homeless and those 
fighting for affordable housing, health 
care and a living wage. Mayor Fenty 
is practically giving our public build¬ 
ings and lands away to developers. Low 
to moderate-income families are be¬ 
ing priced out of neighborhoods where 
they’ve lived for decades and they’re 
beginning to fight. The wealthy have 
the mayor as their champion while the 
poor have me. While it may look like a 
classic version of David v. Goliath, let 
us not forget that David won. Victory in 
our nation’s capital is not the end. It’s 
the beginning of a national fight. 



Protesting the closing of Franklin Street Shelter. 
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THE MYTH OF THE MIDDIE CIASS 


By Jim Bish 

“I am sick and tired of the presiden¬ 
tial candidates talking about saving the 
middle class. That excludes me. They 
are not talking about me.” Those are 
the words of a 30 some year old unem¬ 
ployed working class white guy I met 
on Grand River in Detroit. I have often 
thought about his bitter words. Who 
is the middle class? Does it exist as a 
class? 

There are only two classes — the 
capitalist class and the working class. 
The capitalist class owns the factories, 
the banks, the insurance companies and 
the world wide financial networks. They 
don’t live from paycheck to paycheck. 
They don’t need paychecks. They get 
profits generated by the people who 
work for them, in the form of stock, div¬ 
idends and salaries hundreds of times 
greater than the wages of those working 
for them. That leaves the rest of us, the 
working class, who don’t own the facto¬ 


ries, the banks, the insurance companies 
and the world wide financial networks. 
We work for them, or did work for them 
if we were able. But if the middle class 
is not a class, who are they? 

A Special Report on the “New Mid¬ 
dle Classes in Emerging Markets,” in 
The Economist, discusses the issue. 
One thing is clear, there is no agreed 
upon definition. The most helpful defi¬ 
nition is one that says the middle class is 
that section of the working class which 
is paid enough for its labor to provide 
some discretionary income after paying 
for the necessities of survival such as 
food, shelter, water, medical care, etc. 
Of course, this is a fluid group of folks, 
whose ability to purchase some of life’s 
comforts, like a vacation, or a home is 
determined by the owners of the means 
of production (the capitalists). 

Layoffs, reduction of hours or wag¬ 
es, rising cost of purchasing necessities 
of life erodes and often eliminates this 
discretionary income. The historical 


struggle between the working class and 
the capitalist class about the amount 
workers should be paid for their labor 
has been brutal and deadly for the work¬ 
ers. Through these struggles the capital¬ 
ists were forced to raise wages, enabling 
many workers to purchase some of the 
comforts of life. However, many work¬ 
ers around the globe were excluded from 
these economic gains and remained des¬ 
titute. In the USA, these hard earned 
gains have proven to be transitory be¬ 
cause the working class has no political 
party to protect its interests, or legally 
codify its gains, resulting in economic 
and social gains being quickly under¬ 
mined. 

The formulation being trumpeted by 
politicians, the media and many trade 
union officials is, “protect the middle 
class.” This formulation ill serves the 
working class, while clearly serving the 
interests of the capitalist class. How is 
that? It avoids the discussion of the ba¬ 
sic conflict between the working class 


and the capitalist class. Further, it serves 
to preserve the mind set of higher paid 
workers that they are not really part of 
the working class and have one foot in 
the capitalist class. The current capital¬ 
ist economic disaster is rapidly destroy¬ 
ing this myth, by increasing workers by 
the millions to a status not considered 
“middle class.” 

Have we seen any policies and pro¬ 
grams designed to help the working 
class? No. The myth of the middle 
class allows the government to ignore 
the plight of workers, while funneling 
billions of dollars to the capitalists. It 
seems to me that the quicker we chal¬ 
lenge the middle class formulation, the 
quicker we can develop working class 
solidarity, without which there can be 
no working class political party, which 
is necessary to challenge the capitalist 
class political parties — the Democratic 
and Republican parties. To quote Sena¬ 
tor Byron Dorgan, “The banks own the 
Congress.” 
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New Orleans Residents 

Demand Housing Programs Serve the Community 



Tamar McFarlane confronting HANO counsel Wayne Woods 


By Ted Quant 


On July 15, 2009, 100 community 
residents and supporters from STAND 
WITH DIGNITY and Hands Off Iber¬ 
ville demonstrated at the Housing 
Authority of New Orleans (HANO). 
STAND called for the accountability of 
HANO and HUD’s appointed one-wom¬ 
an Board Commissioner Diane Johnson. 


Speakers denounced HANO’s complic¬ 
ity in the continued displacement of 
low-income families caught between 
high rents and low wages by HANO’s 
failure to release thousands of Section 
8 vouchers. Section 8 is a program that 
caps a recipient’s rent at 30% of house¬ 
hold income. 

Speakers from Hands Off Iberville 
demanded that HANO enforce the Sec¬ 
tion 3 of HUD regulations that man¬ 
dates HUD-funded contractors set aside 
at least 30% of new hires for local, low- 
income people. 

One of the victims of HANO’s fail¬ 
ure to release the Section 8 vouchers is 
Ayesha Lewis, a mother of two young 
children working part-time job as a 
medical assistant. Eighty percent of her 
income goes to rent. She juggles what 
bills to pay. Rent, water, gas and lights 
take all her income. She struggles to 
feed her family when food stamps run 
out before the end of the month. 


Dolores Blanche worked all her adult 
life and never in her wildest dreams 
thought she would be homeless as a 
senior citizen. Although she works full 
time, she got evicted when she couldn’t 
pay the rent increases. She spoke of the 
humiliation of depending on friends for 
a place to stay. 

“I am an able bodied man willing to 
work,” said another speaker. “If HANO 
enforced Section 
3 and contractors 
hired local workers, 
I could support my 
family instead of 
hustling to survive.” 

New Orleans 
rents have increased 
44% from 2004 to 
2007. 

“Thousands of 
vouchers are ware¬ 
housed in this build¬ 
ing,” said, Tamar 
McFarlane, orga¬ 
nizer with Stand for 
Dignity. “We de¬ 
mand that they be 
released now!” 

HANO respond¬ 
ed by canceling the 
scheduled HANO 
board meeting and 
locking the doors to the HANO building. 
HANO Legal Council, Wayne Wood, 
tried to hold a private press conference 
at the back of the building but the dem¬ 
onstrators found out and confronted him 
with their demands. 

“Tens of thousands of long-time res¬ 
idents and workers ... with no access to 
affordable housing are being forced into 
homelessness,” said McFarlane. Her 
statement is supported by a Unity for 
the Homeless report that says, “On any 
night 11,500 people are homeless. They 
are in shelters, abandoned buildings, on 
the streets, being evicted from housing, 
or released from jail or hospitals with no 
place to go.” 

In spite of these urgent needs, HANO 
sits on thousands of housing vouchers. 
McFarlane confronted Wood with the 
question, “When will you release the 
vouchers?” He answered, “... When the 
waiting list is purged.” 

He was referring to a list of 10,000 


people waiting for Section 8 housing 
before Katrina hit. To purge the list, 
HANO put an ad in the newspaper in¬ 
forming people to update their informa¬ 
tion. Those who didn’t respond were 
purged from the list. 

That is what happened to Ayesha 
Lewis who never saw that ad. Lewis, 
who has to bathe her children with water 
from a hose in a neighbors yard when 
she can’t pay the water bill, has been 
purged from the waiting list while still 
desperately seeking 
help. 

McFarlane 
pressed the issue 
stating, “The list 
has been purged, so 
will you release the 
vouchers, yes or no! ” 

Woods wouldn’t an¬ 
swer and the crowd 
began to chant, “yes 
or no” and “release 
the vouchers now.” 

Wood never an¬ 
swered the question 
and retreated into 
the building. 

STAND will not 
be deterred. “We will 
continue to demand 
the full account¬ 


ability of Diane Johnson and HANO for 
their corruption and continued displace¬ 
ment of low-income residents.” 

STAND with Dignity is a project of 
New Orleans Workers ’ Center for Ra¬ 
cial Justice. 


The photos in this article are con¬ 
tributed by Ted Quant. 



Deloris Blanche (speaking) 



Ayesha Lewis confronting Wayne Woods 



4 Revolutionary Talking Politics 
With the American People 


Nelson 

Peery 


Hie future 

IS Up TO US 


SPEAKERS FOR A NEW AMERICA 

Speakers on: The Struggle for Water; the Crisis in Auto; Healthcare, Homelessness, and more. Speakers 
address government responsibility to the people, not corporations. 

Order Nelson Peery’s book: The Future Is Up To Us for $10. Pay via Pay Pal on our website. 

speakersforanewamerica.com Call 800-691-6888 or email info@speakersforanewamerica.com 
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SAFE GROUND 
SACRAMENTO RALLY, 
MARCH AND CAMPOUT 



Safe Ground Sacramento rally. 


By Paula Lomazzi 
Homeward Street Journal 

SACRAMENTO, CA. On July 1, 
Safe Ground Sacramento held a rally, 
march and camp-out. It began at Loaves 
& Fishes’ Delaney Center parking lot 
with breakfast and some great songs 
by Glenn Bailey. Various news report¬ 
ers milled around the growing crowd of 
supporters. 

There was a short rally with John 
Kraintz of the Sacramento Homeless 
Organizing Committee welcoming ev¬ 
eryone. 

Greg Bunker of Francis House spoke 
on how Sacra¬ 
mento is one 
community, and 
it needs to put 
aside the ‘us-vs- 
them’ attitude 
between social 
groups. 

Long time 
civil rights at¬ 
torney Mark 
Merin spoke on 
the values of 
a society that 
seems to give 
to those who 
have much, and 
take from those 
who have little, 

making it necessary for good people to 
stand up for what is right. 

James Little spoke about a recent 
incident he experienced because he 
was homeless. Sharon Hendrix spoke 
about the need for solidarity. Jacoby of 
Pappa Roach and Sr. Libby Fernandez 
of Loaves & Fishes confirmed their sup¬ 
port and encouraged the participants. 

The speeches ended with Garren 
Bratcher of Loaves & Fishes explaining 
the logistics of the march ahead. 

Then around 350 homeless, former¬ 
ly homeless and never been homeless 
people, five dogs and a pony marched 
or trotted 1.2 miles from the Loaves & 
Fishes staging area to a piece of City 
property off Richards Boulevard to de¬ 
clare it “Safe Ground”. 

A team set up a bunch of tents while 
speakers from San Francisco, San Jose, 
Fresno, and Merced offered their soli¬ 
darity with Sacramentans. 

Bill Camp from the AFL-CIO of¬ 
fered his endorsement and support. Rev. 
Brian Baker, the Dean of Trinity Cathe¬ 
dral, lead the rally in prayer. Then there 
was an open mic session and musical 
entertainment. 

The lot was hot since there were no 
trees for shade. Also, it happened to 


be located next door to the police sta¬ 
tion. So, around 1 PM, it was time to 
move on down the road; through a hole 
in the fence, down the road and around 
the comer by the water treatment plant, 
where an inviting park-like setting be¬ 
came the second Safe Ground declared 
that day. 

The police said campers would re¬ 
ceive amnesty for 24 hours and the 
sprinklers were to be turned off for the 
night. 

The weather turned drastically cool 
and pleasant. Over 60 Campers set up 
around 25 tents and some cots. Many 
who were out for the first time from the 
overflow shelter were given sleeping 
bags. The portable 
toilet just happened 
to be placed directly 
under a street light, so 
evening trips without 
a flashlight were ac¬ 
cident free. 

Everyone got a $5 
McDonald gift cer¬ 
tificate, which wasn’t 
needed for dinner 
because Mo Mo- 
hanna brought every¬ 
one some perfectly 
prepared pizza and 
chicken wings. 

People were able 
to rest without fear of 
harassment, except for a brief encounter 
with Wackenhut security. 

Everything was just about perfect, 
until the next morning when reality set 
in and everyone had to tear down their 
tents and cots, pack up their gear and 
re-enter the real world of Sacramento, 
where homeless people are not allowed 
to legally live outdoors, and all emer¬ 
gency shelters are full, especially since 
July 1st marked the closing of the Over¬ 
flow shelter at Cal-Expo. 

The Safe Ground Sacramento Cam¬ 
paign will continue, though, and home¬ 
less campers will declare yet another 
piece of land as Safe Ground for yet 
another night. This time with a grow¬ 
ing number of supporters, and with the 
plight of the homeless people of Sacra¬ 
mento being less ignored — less swept 
under the mg. 

Current organizational sponsors are: 
Sacramento Homeless Organizing Com¬ 
mittee, Loaves & Fishes, Francis House, 
Mark Merin Law Offices, Uptown Stu¬ 
dios and Phil Giarrizzo Campaign Con¬ 
sulting. Visit Safe Ground Sacramento s 
new website that Uptown Studios just 
created at: www.safegroundsac.org. 
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No Veto! 

A Poem by Jack Hirschman 

The poem below was read at a renter’s rights rally at San Fran¬ 
cisco City Hall June 30, outside Mayor Gavin Newsom’s locked of¬ 
fice door, while the Mayor hid inside, refusing to come out and ex¬ 
plain to the people why he was planning to veto a slate of modest 
renters’ protections being passed by the Board of Supervisors. The 
bill was designed to give a little relief to the poorest and most vul¬ 
nerable renters, those hit hardest by the collapsing economy, and 
prevent further homelessness — here in the city with the highest 
rents in the US. Tenants of all ages chanted ‘Let us in!’ in English, 
Spanish and Chinese. Former San Francisco Poet Laureate Jack 
Hirschman read the poem below; its powerful words no doubt pen¬ 
etrated the closed door, if not the Mayor’s cold, privileged heart. The 
reading was done as part of a series of solidarity actions that kicked 
off the newly-formed San Francisco collective, the Revolutionary 
Poets Brigade. 

—Sarah Menefee 


NO VETO! 


Anyone working, or unemployed and still living 
on the piddles of unemployment checks or SSI 
is smashed continuously against the wall of anxiety 
about whether he or she or that child of his or hers 

will ever be able to buy something more than a 
pound of darkness, will ever be able to pay the rent 
when it’s due, because we all need help to due so. 

The government’s bailed out the banks and left folks 

working their tails off to pay for the violence of the 
corporations and their profiteers of the wars and their 
landlords. Yes, private property IS the root of violence, 
and the Mayor’s veto will be a violent act designed 

to perpetuate the violence that everywhere is directed 
at San Franciscans in the form of the monthly attack 
on our rights that no tampax can stop the bleeding of. 

So we must stay his hand, in the name of humanity, 

we must invalidate the veto in the name of non-violence; 
for make no mistake: the veto will empower the prisons 
most of all, the home of those helpless to pay, so be 
thrown away, to Street, USA, and curse the day they 

ever voted for a false Mayor of the people, who sided not 
with joy and justice and the lot of us in a rotten destiny 
but turned his back to collect the buxs the landlords 
slapped into his palm to keep him garrulously shut up. 

Now’s the moment to wake up, Mr. Mayor, now’s the time 
to give shared-rent tenancy the legal dignity it deserves. 



—Jack Hirschman 
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CHILDREN BORN WITH CLEFT PALATES: 

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE NOW! 


By Mike Rhodes 

Kettleman City is a small town in the 
southwestern San Joaquin Valley. The 
city is next to the 1-5 Interstate Highway 
and is the site of the largest toxic waste 
dump in the western United States. 
About 200 residents held a march and 
rally in July to protest a cluster of birth 
defects. Maricela Mares-Alatorre is a 
mother and has lived in Kettleman City 
for 31 years. She helped organize the 
march. She said, “We have fought a lot 
of issues with our local toxic land fill, 
which is the largest in California. Cur¬ 
rently they are in the process of an ex¬ 
pansion, but we are asking for a morato¬ 
rium on all of those permits until there 
is an investigation as to why there are 
so many children being bom with cleft 
palate. We have had a cluster here — in 
a 14 month period from 2007 to 2008 
— five children have been bom with 
cleft palate. We just found out that an¬ 
other woman will also have a child with 
cleft palate and we believe that until that 
is investigated and they know why it is 
happening that there shouldn’t be any 
more permits issued.” 

Maura Alatorre’s child was bom 
with a cleft palate. Alatorre said she was 
at the rally because “it is in honor of the 
children born with these deformities and 
thanks to the attention that everybody is 
putting into this rally, there will be at- 



Protest against birth defects which participants say 
is probably connected to pesticide used on nearby 
farms or a toxic dump site located just outside town. 
Five children out of twenty, born in Kettleman City in 
the last 18 months, had birth defects. Three died. 

PHOTO /MIKE RHODES 


tention put to the prob¬ 
lem in Kettleman City 
and that will help.” 

Kings County health 
officials said they were 
on a fast track to inves¬ 
tigate the high incidents 
of birth defects. The US 
Environmental Protec¬ 
tion Agency also re¬ 
leased a statement saying 
that they will be working 
with the county and the 
state to determine if the 
incidents are related to 
environmental factors. 

But, Dr. Benjamin 
Hoffman, chief medical 
officer for Waste Man¬ 
agement, the corporation 
that mns the toxic waste 
dump in Kettleman City 
said “I’ll make a guess 
that you’ll not find that 
cluster, that it does not 
exist.” Bradley Angel, 
the executive director for 
Green Action for Health 
and Environmental Jus¬ 
tice, one of the groups 
who helped organize 
the march, responded 
by saying “this so called 
medical spokesperson 
had the outrageous nerve 


to say there is no cluster of birth defects 
and dead kids here. This is outrageous. 
It is so outrageous that this morning a 
number of the parents, some of whose 
children had died, confronted the local 
Chem Waste representative.” 

After the rally, marchers headed for 
the main business district in Kettleman 
City. Bradley Angel said they were there 
to end environmental racism. He said, 
“This rally is to oppose the expansion 
of the largest hazardous waste dump in 
the western United States, run by Chem 
Waste, to oppose the proposed Avenal 
Power Plant which would be the second 
biggest air polluter in the southern San 
Joaquin Valley and oppose the environ¬ 
mental racism that is associated with 
this. We are also here to plea for gov¬ 
ernment agencies to stop the dumping 
on this community due to all of the dead 
kids we have in Kettleman City, all of 
these kids with birth defects. Enough is 
enough!” 

Groups like Greenaction and the 
Center on Race, Poverty, and the Envi¬ 
ronment have joined strategic alliances 
with residents in rural San Joaquin val¬ 
ley communities to improve water and 
air quality, as well as confront problems 
such as this cluster of birth defects. To¬ 
gether they are demanding that no new 
expansions take place at the toxic waste 
site until it is determined what is caus¬ 
ing the birth defects. 


Revolutionaries Must Rally the People to a Vision of a New World 


By Bob Lee 


I want to talk about what people 
don’t see, about the difference between 
what they think is possible, and what re¬ 
ally is possible. People don’t see the true 
nature of the crisis today. They need an 
understanding of what is happening and 
a vision of the bright future that is pos¬ 
sible. This is the job of revolutionaries. 

Where I work they are laying people 
off and making us take unpaid days off, 
and I can see from the reactions of my 
coworkers how little the American peo¬ 
ple understand what is going on. It isn’t 
that the people are stupid; it’s just that 
they’ve been lied to and manipulated for 
so long they don’t know how to analyze 
what’s going on in front of them. 

Most of my coworkers feel it’s just 
how things are—they figure nobody is 
guaranteed a job under this system, and 
they think there’s nothing they can do 
about it. One person told me, “Just put 
your head down and work harder.” As 
though this would keep you out of the 
line of fire. When they have to take un¬ 
paid days off they say, “At least I still 
have a job,” and “Lots of companies are 
doing it.” When they have to pay more 
for health insurance and their benefits 
get cut, they say, “At least I have some 


kind of health insurance.” They seem to 
have no idea that workers who came be¬ 
fore them fought and died to win things 
as simple as the eight-hour day. They 
don’t think they have any rights. 

Most of my coworkers seem to think 
this is just a bad recession. They’re 
scared, but they think things will even¬ 
tually get better. Some of the younger 
ones are even taking advantage of the 
falling housing prices to become first¬ 
time home buyers. 

The older workers are really scared. 
They’re worried about losing their jobs 
at a time when millions of others have 
been laid off. They’re worried about 
losing their homes or apartments, their 
health care, their savings, everything. 

But people don’t know what to do, 
what is possible. They don’t understand 
that technology has wiped out so many 
jobs that the capitalist economy, which 
is based on buying and selling, can no 
longer continue. They don’t understand 
that as long as we go on allowing a hand¬ 
ful of wealthy people to own and control 
society’s productive property, those of us 
who have to sell our labor power to live 
are going to suffer more and more. They 
don’t see that we, the people, rather than 
the corporations, could own our coun¬ 
try’s productive property and provide 


for everyone whatever they needed. 

We could have a society where ev¬ 
eryone able to do so would have the 
opportunity to make a contribution to 
society, and would in turn receive ev¬ 
erything they needed to lead a civilized 
life. Anyone unable to contribute be¬ 
cause of age, illness or disability would 
be taken care of. All would have health 
care. There would be no unemployment, 
no poverty. 

The role of revolutionaries is to sum 
up what the struggle is really about. 
When Abraham Lincoln delivered the 
Gettysburg Address in November 1863, 
honoring those who died at Gettysburg, 
he said the cause for which they fought 
was to see that the nation “.. .shall have 
a new birth of freedom; and that gov¬ 
ernment of the people, by the people, 
for the people, shall not perish from the 
earth.” 

One hundred years later, when Mar¬ 
tin Luther King spoke on the steps of the 
Lincoln Memorial, he summed up the 
cause of the Civil Rights movement by 
saying, “I have a dream that one day this 
nation will rise up and live out the true 
meaning of its creed: 'We hold these 
truths to be self-evident: that all men are 
created equal.’” 

Likewise, revolutionaries today must 
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rally the people to a vision of what is 
necessary and possible. We must make 
them see that the old society is dying 
and a new one is struggling to be bom. 
We must show them that the reforms 
they seek can only be won by ending 
the last form of human slavery, and be¬ 
ing the midwives to another new birth 
of freedom. 
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VOICES FROM BENTON HARBOR, Ml 


A People’s Victory! 

Pinkney Wins Free Speech Issue 


By Dorothy Pinkney 


It was a very exciting victory for the people when 
the Michigan State Court of Appeals in July reversed 
Judge Dennis Wiley’s ridiculous decision ordering my 
husband, Rev Edward Pinkney to prison for 3 to 10 
years for quoting the Bible. 

The Court of Appeals ruling states: 

“[The Court] agrees that the paraphrase of Deu¬ 
teronomy 28 “is not defensible as anything other that 
[sic] hyperbole” and that the paraphrase could not 
serve as a lawful basis for revoking defendant s proba¬ 
tion. Accordingly, we need not address or decide the 
issue. . . .To the extent that the prohibition of defama¬ 
tory and demeaning behavior impinges on defendants 
first amendment rights, the prohibition was not proper, 
as it was not directly related to defendants rehabili¬ 
tation or to the protection of the public. Id. Because 
the prohibition was not proper, the trial court abused 
its discretion in revoking defendants probation based 
on a violation of the prohibition. We reverse the trial 
courts order revoking defendants probation .” 

This is a tremendous victory. Injustice is every¬ 
where. Justice seems far away. Truth is chased out of 
court. Honesty is shoved aside. Lies are told. Those 

who turn from crime 



Rev. Pinkney must still pay $105 
per week for his tether. He has 
been paying since Dec. 2008. 
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end up ruined. When 
the Lord noticed that 
justice had disap¬ 
peared He became 
very displeased. The 
lord will rescue his 
people. It disgusted 
him even more to 
learn that no one 
would do a thing 
about it. So with his 
own powerful arms 
he won victories for 
truth. 

My husband, 
the Rev. Edward 
Pinkney, took a stand 
for the people against 
corruption, racism 
and corporate greed. 
He challenged the 


system. He fought 
judges who use 
age-old methods of 
harassment, mental 
abuse and racism 
— all sanctioned 
by the corporate power structure of St. Joseph, Berrien 
County, and U.S. Rep Lred Upton (a Whirlpool heir). 
Rev. Pinkney was the first pastor to be sent to prison 
for quoting the Bible.lt confounds one how the Ber¬ 
rien County courthouse and Whirlpool are mired in at¬ 
titudes and activities that in the year 2009 are consid¬ 
ered by most to be immoral and obviously unjust. 

It is our constitutional duty as American citizens to 
hold our elected officials accountable. We must draw 
the line and decide what to do if that line is crossed 
and we must use our Constitution. Most judges, pros¬ 
ecutors and law enforcement officials have crossed the 
line in the sand many times. It is time for the people — 
poor whites, Blacks and Hispanics — to stand together 
and fight for what is right. 

My husband said that as long as he is living and has 
breath and bravery to move forward, he will continue 
to keep fighting for justice, peace and love for all. 


BENTON HARBOR MAN STANDS 
UP TO POLICE CORRUPTION, GETS 
ARRESTED 

Excerpted from the BANCO website, bhbanco.com 

Quacy Roberts, age 32, was walking when police 
in two squad cars hopped out of their cars, ran up to 
him, pushing him against a fence. They knew who he 
was. Before Benton Harbor Officer Andrew Collins 
was imprisoned this year, Mr. Roberts was one of his 
many victims. 

Collins planted more drugs than almost any Benton 
Harbor officer — on over 200 people say people in the 
community. At his hearing in 2007, Roberts testified 
that he was never in possession, and that Collins had 
planted drugs on him. He’s also part of the group suing 
the city and county. (This explains why police stopped 
Roberts.) Officer Andrew Collins was convicted in the 
Federal Court NOT for the huge number of lives he 
ruined through drug planting, but for possession — he 
was given 37 months. This shows the level of support 
the Federal government and State of Michigan give to 
Berrien County courts. 

After shoving Roberts into a fence, police searched 
him and found no drugs. Two days later they issued 

a warrant for his ar¬ 
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rest. Roberts was found 
guilty of possession of 
cocaine by an all-white 
jury. He had not been in 
possession of cocaine, 
and there was no evi¬ 
dence or proof to show 
that he was. 

Benton Harbor po¬ 
lice and the Berrien 
County judicial system 
are angered by anyone 
who speaks up about 
their ability to control 
and oppress Benton 
Harbor’s poor. Quacy 
Roberts is the most re¬ 
cent victim. As revenge, 
the police singled him 
out to make a state¬ 
ment; if you don’t 



Supporters filled the courtroom during Rev. Pinkney’s 
appeal. Pinkney’s probation had been revoked by the 
trial judge for quoting the Bible, and he was sentenced 
to 3-10 years in prison. The Appellate Court reversed 
the trial court’s ruling. However, Pinkney spent over a 
year in eight Michigan prisons before being released. 


succumb to our oppressive power, you 
will be jailed and we will swallow the key. 

It is HIGH TIME for citizens of Michigan to RE¬ 
FUSE to let our tax dollars be wasted on personal 
vendettas of corrupt officials. Call the Michigan Dept, 
of Corrections (517-335-1426), Gov. Granholm (517- 
335-7858), and your state representative about this 
case and the waste of tax dollars in Berrien County. 

QUOTES FROM THE COMMUNITY: 

Justice has its anger and the wrath of justice is an 
element of progress.The uprising in 2003 was the 
greatest step forward by the people in Benton Harbor. 
It was unfinished. It released the untapped springs of 
society. It softened the hearts appeased, tranquilized 
and set flowing through the world the tides of civili¬ 
zation. I want to thank Rev Edward Pinkney for his 
tremendous work and victory for the people. He is a 
true warrior. — Rev. D. Smith 

Power concedes nothing without a demand that 
the struggle for justice must never be adjourned. The 
forces of injustice not only in Benton Harbor, but 
around the country, do not take a vacation. We must 
stand up against Whirlpool, Harbor Shores, Corner¬ 
stone Alliance and the Benton Harbor commissioner. 
Remove them all. — Deloris H. Demario 

Demario Allen was given 15-40 years in prison. 

He was convicted by a all white jury that was mo¬ 
tivated by something other than the truth. Allen 
is Black. The Berrien County Sheriff Department 
claimed he smuggled drugs into the jail.The drugs 
were never in his possesion. Every person who goes 
to jail is searched for drugs. None was found yet he 
was charged with possesion of 35 ecstacy pills and 
given 15 years in prison. Police Officer Andrew Col¬ 
lins was found with a whole locker of three different 
kinds of drugs inside the Department and people in 
the community say he planted drugs on over two 
hundred people. He was given 37 months in prison 
only because he was white; now you tell me, what is 
wrong with this picture? — Charity Morgan 


SUBSCRIBE TO THE PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE! 
WE’VE BEEN HERE SINCE THE 
BEGINNING, GETTING THE TRUTH OUT 
Order bundles! Donate! Send your 
stories! Write or call PT, PO Box 3524, 
Chicago, IL 60654; 800-691-6888 or email 
info@peoplestribune.org 





















